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innocent of a finger in the Bengal pie is shown by the
request of the British Government in 1912 for the sup-
pression of a seditious magazine published in Tokio by
a certain Baratullah in the employ of the Japanese Govern-
ment ; and that even more lately she has manifested her
interests in those whom Marquis Okuma described as the
' down-trodden peoples of India' is shown by the deporta-
tion of various Japanese subjects, included amongst whom
was Professor Kanasuki of the Keio University. That
Japan was constantly mixed up in the Mexican trouble
will be referred to later.

It was not to be expected that with so long a record
behind her Japan would neglect to foment trouble in the
neighbouring country, even though officially she was at
peace with China.

Theoretically, it is the duty of every law-abiding citizen
to aid an officer of the law in arresting an offender or in
preventing a disturbance of the peace, and this attitude
should become more sanctified than ever under the aegis of
the League of Nations. (Whether it will is another
question !) If, therefore, Japan, viewing revolution in
China with horror and dismay, should sympathize with that
country, repress any of her own subjects from proceeding
to swell the riot and even proffer her services to restore
order, then she would be entitled to nothing but the grati-
tude of the civilized world. But if a presumably respect-
able citizen sends his hirelings into the street to provoke
a riot in order that in the confusion he may snatch valu-
ables, then that person is no longer a respectable citizen,
but a ruffianly nuisance. That is the part which Japan
has been playing in connection with China during the
past fifteen years, if not longer.

It will be remembered that Lord Lansdowne, in his
apologia for handing over Korea to Japan, alleged that that
country was incapable of governing herself or of standing
alone. An identical condition of affairs in China is the
ardent wish of Japanese statesmen. A strong China is
fatal to Japanese ambitions. A weak and divided China
means eventual partition, with the acquisition by Japan